visitors from overseas. Ovarian and adrenal steroid and gonadotrophic hormone assays are routine services which have aided first class management in infertility problems. A cooperative effort that is highly commended is that national system for extraction, purification and distribution of pituitary hormones, both follicle stimulating and growth hormones.
Electronic measurement of physiological function is another strong area of activity in Australia. Monitoring of the fetus was one of the early applications and has proved of great value. Good initial research led to its application as routine in most large obstetric hospitals. However, these sophisticated monitoring devices are now found in many small hospitals where there are not the necessary pathology services for support, and consequently their efficient usage is jeopardized.
Most patients appear satisfied with the rather dispersed facilities, preferring the convenience and less formal atmosphere of the small unit to the fully equipped major hospital. The tradition of local personal care has engendered great civic pride in the local facilities. The concept of regional care is developing, and it is hoped that the local communities can be involved in making decisions which in the long run will be for their own benefit. There is little doubt that this dispersal of facilities is providing great problems in the efficient supply of medical care in the sparsely populated parts of Australia, and the best blend of transport, mobile doctors and base hospitals is still to be evolved.
Perinatal mortality is a rather crude indicator of obstetric efficiency. For many years Australia was in advance of many of the older countries of Europe. Sun, good food and comparative affluence produced healthy people. In recent years the European countries have caught up in mortality statistics, and attempts to stimulate further improvement in Australia are now due. The extent to which social, economic and medical factors contribute is an interesting study, and comparisons between Europe and Australia will continue to be important. 
